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 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. The standard requires showing understanding of 4 significant aspects of visual 
and /or oral texts through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence (at least one different, specific and relevant detail for each aspect, 
EN12) 

The standard and the task require that perceptive understanding of how these 
four aspects communicate ideas about the text in relation to the writer's purpose 
as well as wider contexts (EN9) is shown in order to meet Excellence 
 
This response identifies four visual/oral aspects (gesture, facial expression, 
sound effects and camera shots - shown in bold in the text). Although the 
discussion of sound effects is not more than convincing, the understanding of the 
use of camera shots and gesture shows perception when both aspects are linked 
to the rest of the movie.  The explanations of facial expressions are precisely 
described for us (brooding); the answer moves  from an ‘understanding’ (Achieve) 
of the director’s intent, showing the tension Edward has regarding Bella  to a 
‘convincing understanding’ (Merit) “reinforce the disgust.” , to a  'perceptive 
understanding' (Excellence), " as well as introducing the mystery of the Cullens.  
Later in the movie we remember this scene as it foreshadows Edward's self-
control and self-denial". 
There is sufficient perceptive understanding of the meaning and effects of the four 
aspects to make the appropriate grade for this response a low Excellence. 
 
To meet the standard more securely at Excellence the student could develop 
some of the following; 

• Further explanation of the 'mystery of the Cullens'  in terms of the writer's 
purpose. 

• Further development of the comment 'The intense staring ……. setting up 
the plot for the rest of the movie' in terms of the wider perspective of the 
film's intent. 

• Further development of the Director's exploitation of what we regard as 
'normal' – or 'usual' as opposed to 'mysterious'. 

• Further development of the apparent contradiction in the statement 
'tension and awkwardness which foreshadows a relationship'. 
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 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. The standard requires showing understanding of 4 significant aspects of visual 
and /or oral texts through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence (at least one different, specific and relevant detail for each aspect, 
EN12) 

The standard and the task require that perceptive understanding of how these 
four aspects communicate ideas about the text in relation to the writer's purpose 
as well as wider contexts (EN9) is shown in order to meet Excellence.  

This response identifies four visual/oral aspects (set composition, make up, 
gesture and dialogue - shown in bold in the text) and shows convincing 
understanding of the meaning and effects of all four aspects. The understanding 
of the effects of the use of dialogue and set composition and make-up are very 
convincing and are moving toward perception. However to reach Excellence their 
needs to be more development of the directors purpose; for instance the contrast 
shows us that the directore is intending us to be confused by the portrayal of 
Edward. The connection between gesture, tension and the foreshadowing of 
Edward and Bella's relationship is perceptive, but this perception is insufficiently 
sustained through the rest of the response  to meet Excellence. The appropriate 
grade for this response is therefore a high Merit. 

 
To meet the standard at Excellence the following explanations could be further 
developed: 

• Further explanation of how the use of makeup communicates ideas about 
character. 

• Further explanation of the effect of the contrast between the 'light hearted' 
and the 'tense' atmospheres created by the use of dialogue and silence in 
terms of normal human experience. 

• Further development of the effect created by the set composition (the 
'other worldly' effect) and what that communicates about society's beliefs, 
fears and expectations. 
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 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. The standard requires showing understanding of 4 significant aspects of visual 
and /or oral texts through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence (at least one different, specific and relevant detail for each aspect, 
EN12) 

The standard and the task require that convincing understanding of how these 
four aspects work together to create meaning and effects (EN8) is shown in order 
to meet Merit.  

These responses, taken from two different assessment activities (CAG: "it is 
possible for evidence to be assembled from one or more texts'), identify six 
visual/oral aspects (gesture and movement, sound, facial expression, camera 
movement (pan), mid shot and long shot - shown in bold in the text ). The 
discussions of gesture and facial expression are detailed and convincing. The 
explanation of how gesture works with sound and how facial expressions work 
with the camera movement are just sufficient to show how these aspects work 
together to create meaning. The explanations of sound and camera movement on 
their own are not sufficiently convincing to meet Merit. The explanations of the 
effect and the understanding of the use of camera shots to reveal character and 
atmosphere (mid and long shots from text two) are sufficiently convincing to meet 
Merit.  
 
The student is awarded a low Merit because at times the discussion tends to 
suggest the possibility of a reason for the effects rather than convincingly explain 
how the aspects work together to create meaning as is required for a strong Merit. 
Explanations border on being very similar at times. 
 
To meet the standard more securely at Merit the student could develop some of 
the following: 

• Further convincing explanation of the effect of camera angles and the lack 
of dialogue (text one) and how they 'add to the mystery'  (similar 
explanation for both aspects has been given). 

• Further development and understanding of how the sound and the camera 
movement work together with the facial expressions and gestures to 
create effective meaning. 

• Further development of how the mid and long shots work together to 
create a change in the atmosphere and the effect this has on the 
audience. 
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 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. The standard requires showing understanding of 4 significant aspects of visual 
and /or oral texts through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence (at least one different, specific and relevant detail for each aspect, 
EN12) 

The standard and the task require that convincing understanding of how these 
four aspects work together to create meaning and effects (EN8) is shown in order 
to meet Merit.  

This response identifies four visual/oral aspects (sound effects, gesture and 
movement, camera shots and makeup - shown in bold in the text) and a good 
understanding of the meaning and effects of the four aspects has been provided. 
However the explanations are insufficiently convincing as to how the aspects 
'work together' to meet Merit (EN8). The appropriate grade for this response is 
therefore a high Achievement. 
 
To meet the standard at Merit the following explanations could be further 
developed: 
 

• The effect on the viewer of the contrast between the classroom noise and 
the lack of dialogue between Edward and Bella could be more 
convincingly explained (see student five) and perhaps linked to the use of 
the camera shots. 

• The effect of the camera shots could be more convincingly linked to the 
director’s intent, and perhaps shown how they work together with the use 
of the make up to create meaning 

• The effective explanation of the clenching of Edward's fists (gesture and 
movement)could show convincing understanding by showing how this 
aspect works together with either camera shots or sound effects to create 
a specific effect. 

• Words like 'mysterious' (make up) and 'uncomfortable'(sound effects) 
could be further explained to be more convincing. 
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 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. The standard requires showing understanding of 4 significant aspects of visual 
and /or oral texts through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence (at least one different, specific and relevant detail for each aspect, 
EN12) 

The standard and the task require that understanding is shown in terms of how 
these four aspects create meaning and effects (EN7) in order to meet 
Achievement.  

This response identifies four visual/oral aspects (make up, sound effects, 
gesture and set composition - shown in bold in the text). Sufficient evidence is 
shown of the understanding of the meaning and effects of sound effects, gesture 
and make-up. There is no explanation given for the effect of the set composition. 
The grade that best reflects this student's response is a low Achievement. (see 
CAGs for further explanation of sufficiency) 
 
To meet the standard more securely at Achievement explanations of the 
techniques could be further developed: 

 A different explanation for either the effect of gesture or the lack of 
dialogue (sound effect) could be given. (Compare with student five's  
answers to these same two aspects). Specific explanation of the gesture 
that causes discomfort could be provided. 

 The effect on the audience of Edward appearing to have wings (set 
composition) could be explained. Why are wings significant? 
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 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. The standard requires showing understanding of 4 significant aspects of visual 
and /or oral texts through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence (at least one different, specific and relevant detail for each aspect, 
EN12) 

The standard and the task require that understanding is shown in terms of how 
these four aspects create meaning and effects (EN7) in order to meet 
Achievement.  

This response identifies four visual/oral aspects (facial expression, make up, 
gesture, sound effects- shown in bold in the text). The response does not 
provide sufficient understanding of the meaning and effects of the four aspects to 
meet Achievement. 
 
The discussions of facial expression, make-up and gesture focus only on 
identification. The effect of the sound effect is well explained and meets the 
criterion for Achievement, but one explained aspect is not sufficient on its own to 
meet the standard 
. 
To meet the standard, the following comments could be addressed: 

• How does Edward's facial expression change?  What does the change 
mean? What is the effect on the viewer? 

• The response to the effect of the make up used begins to explore the 
effect with the question "why is he so pale?' The response needs to further 
explore this idea with an explanation of the effect on the viewer, such as 
that given by student three. 

• Insufficient explanation is given of the link between the gesture (the 
rushing out the door) and the effect (that he can't stand to be around her). 
Although this may well be the case, the response must show how the first 
time viewer understands this effect. 

 




